CT in determining the depth of infiltration of bladder tumors.
The findings from 141 CT investigations of bladder tumors are compared with histopathological staging (103 cases) and clinical staging (36 cases). Twenty-five tumors could not be seen on CT and 2 tumors could not be staged because of artifacts caused by hip prosthesis. When the tumor was visible at CT and there was histological confirmation of the depth of the infiltration, we were able to differentiate extravesical tumor stages T3b and T4 from each other and from all the other stages in 49 of 59 cases (83%). However, CT failed to differentiate superficial from intramural tumor stages. The greatest value of CT in staging bladder tumors is in cases of deeply infiltrating tumors; examination should be made before biopsy or any therapeutic procedures are begun.